
 
 

 

Tower Project Update 

Weekend of July 21 & 22, 2012 
 

Almost a month has passed since the last update on our 
Tower Project; literally “no stone has been left 
unturned.”  While the work on our beautiful, historic 
Cathedral continues, the stonemasons have identified 
more stones in need of repair than what was originally 
anticipated. 
 

The stonemasons are finding many of the stones in the 
1906 addition have pitted so badly they look like Swiss 
cheese.  (See photos below.)  Workers have been 
diligently identifying stones that need to be restored and 
reapplying mortar to stones that continue to remain in 
good condition. 
 

A steel reinforcement will be constructed around each 
stone in need of replacement.   The steel frame  
prevents shifting and ensures the remaining stones stay  
in place.  The replacement stones are being carved of new limestone from the same quarry 
from which the original limestone was excavated.  The stones in need of repair undergo a 
process called “Dutchman Repair” which involves the removal and replacement of individual 
stones that have been affected by weathering.  The new stone is secured with epoxy and 
stainless steel pins as required for sound attachment.   
 

 

     
 

 

  

 

13 stories of scaffolding with protective netting taken on 
June 12, 2012. 

Base of pinnacles of the East Bell Tower.  (Left) Note how pitted the stone has become over the last 100 years; it resembles Swiss 
cheese.  That stone will be replaced through Dutchman Repair.  You can see how the stone is carved out and being prepared for the 
construction of steel supports to keep the surrounding stones from shifting.  (Right) Observe how the top layer of stone has begun to 
wear off.  See the reverse side for images of what is occurring to some of the stones in the limestone tower. 



 

 

          
 

 
 

 

 

Donations may be made via E-Giving at www.smcaustin.org or via check and noting “Tower Project” in 
the memo line. Specific questions about the Tower Project may be e-mailed to office@smcaustin.org. 
 

Please continue to pray for the safety of the workers and the success of our restoration project.   
 

Please see Cathedral Bulletin for information about Work Zone Areas. 

The photo above shows that not all the 
limestone in the 1906 addition is bad.  You can 
see extensive pitting in one of the stones at the 
base of a pinnacle, then the stone above and to 
the left appear to have weathered well.   
 

The three photographs on the left show how 
several stones are breaking apart during the 
evaluation and cleaning process.  The surface, 
of some limestone blocks, is peeling off in 
large layers and pieces.  Forrest Pope, 
Foreman for Ash Masonry, removed a chunk 
of limestone off the tower exterior with his 
bare hand.  These pieces of stone are what 
were beginning to fall on passersby and 
parishioners walking near the Cathedral. 
 

Even with the much needed rain, the Tower 
Project appears to be on schedule.  Additional 
scaffolding will be constructed to reach the 
very top of the pinnacles.  Look for another 
update next weekend as we continue to 
preserve the great legacy left to us by dedicated 
and faithful Catholics who sacrificed to build 
our beautiful Cathedral.   
 

Mary, Queen of Heaven, Pray for us! 
 

Photos Courtesy of: 

http://www.smcaustin.org/
mailto:office@smcaustin.org

